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WEST RAND HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION (WHRA) FIELD TRIPS
1. The WRHA is concerned about the wellbeing of all persons attending field trips, but especially that of children. It is the intention that everyone who participates in WRHA activities has an enjoyable, informative, interesting and above all, safe experience. For the WRHA to function successfully, it is important that everyone knows and appreciates the dangers that are associated with field trips and that everyone knows that they are participating voluntarily and at their own risk.
PARENTS TAKE NOTE: 
2. The WRHA does not provide a child minding service on field trips. The adults who go on these outings are usually reptile (snakes and lizards), amphibian (frogs) and arachnid (spiders and scorpions) enthusiasts whose purpose is to find, observe and study these animals in their natural environment and so these people are not available to look after children.
RISKS AND DANGERS
3. WRHA field trips carry certain risks that are unique to the nature of herpetology. Some South African snakes are highly venomous. Being bitten by one, can be fatal or result in extreme pain, extensive medical bills and, in some cases, a lifetime of disfigurement and disability. In addition to snakes, there are venomous scorpions, spiders and insects which can cause death or intense discomfort. There are also non-venomous animals, such as some snakes, frogs and lizards, that can cause significant injury by biting and, in the case of lizards, by whipping their tails.
4. Apart from the dangers described in paragraph 3, there are other less obvious hazards to which one is exposed on a field trip such as tick and mosquito bites both of which can cause serious illness; lacerations and other injuries caused by grass, trees, thorns, broken bottles, rocks and stones, holes in the ground etc; a foreign object in the eye; sprained ankles and broken bones from falls. Other more serious environmental hazards out in the field are veld fires, allergens, lightning, wild animals such as crocodiles, hippos and leopards, domestic animals such as dogs, cows and horses, rockfalls, bilharzia, steep embankments, heights, heat from the sun, flash floods, mine shafts, swimming pools, road hazards, dehydration and, of course, criminals. 
5. The lists of dangers and risks in paragraphs 3 and 4 above are not exhaustive.

CHILDREN
6. The risks outlined in paragraphs 3 and 4 above can have far more serious consequences for children than for adults. For example, a scorpion sting that may only incapacitate an adult could kill a child. A child’s body is smaller, less co-ordinated and more vulnerable to injury than that of the average healthy adult. Children still have a lot of growing to do and this can be severely impeded by a setback associated with the risks and dangers contemplated in paragraphs 3 and 4 above. Children also have less of an appreciation and understanding of the dangers associated with their activities than adults. These factors expose them to greater degrees of risk. Children can be very active physically and can evade in seconds the watchful eye of even the most diligent adult whose primary attention is focussed elsewhere.
7. For the reasons stated in paragraph 6 above, no children under the age of 16 years will be permitted to participate in a WRHA field trip. Children who are 16 years or over are welcome to participate provided that they are supervised by one or both of their parents who are also participating in the same field trip.
INDEMNITY
By appending my signature below I, 
.................................................................................................................................(full name) 
ID number ................................................................................................................................
(a)  acknowledge that I have read and understood the contents of paragraphs 1 through 7 of this three page document. 

(b) acknowledge that I am participating voluntarily and at my own risk in the field trip organised by the WRHA on......................................................................................(date)
(b) hereby indemnify the WRHA, including its officers and its members, against any loss or harm, however caused, that I, or any children accompanying me, may suffer arising from, or in the course of, this field trip. 

I understand and acknowledge that the WRHA is not responsible for either my safety or wellbeing, or the safety or wellbeing of any children who accompany me on this field trip, and I hereby agree to take all every reasonable, adequate and appropriate precaution to ensure the safety and wellbeing of myself, and each child that accompanies me.

SIGNED AT............................................................................................................................ 

THIS ................................................ DAY OF..................................................................2013
..................................................................................
(Signature)
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